
Small Mammal 
(Includes Mice, 

Rats, Voles) 

Tree Squirrel 
(Includes Fox, 
Gray, Red, and 
Southern Flying 
Squirrels) 

Ground 
Squirrel 
(Includes 
Chipmunk) 
 

           Furbearer 
(Includes Raccoon, 
Opossum, Skunk, Beaver, 
Muskrat, Coyote, Foxes, 
Mink, River Otter, Badger, 
Weasels, and Bobcat) 
 

Contact your local 
animal control agency 
or the Illinois 
Department of Public 
Health (IDPH) if you 
find a bat in the living 
quarters of your home 
and think people or 
pets might have been 
bitten. 
 
Bats inside rooms will 
exit on their own. 
Close off the room and 
keep windows open 
and clear of 
obstructions overnight.  
 
Removal of bat 
colonies from buildings 
is best done by a 
licensed professional 
with experience4.  

A permit is 
needed. Go to 
Controlling 
Nuisance 
White-tailed 
Deer for more 
information. 
 

In urban or suburban areas, the Illinois Department of Natural 
Resources (IDNR) recommends hiring a Nuisance Wildlife Control 
Operator (NWCO) to remove wildlife that are damaging property or 
causing risks to human health or safety4.  
 
Landowners and tenants who want to remove wildlife themselves 
should contact an IDNR District Wildlife Biologist1 to see if they 
qualify for a Nuisance Animal Removal Permit.  
 
In rural areas, the IDNR encourages removal during open hunting 
and trapping seasons whenever possible2, 3. Exceptions include Red 
Squirrel and Southern Flying Squirrel, which may not be taken under 
authority of a hunting or trapping license. Bobcats may not be taken 
under authority of a hunting or trapping license, but they may be 
taken under authority of a Nuisance Animal Removal Permit when 
causing damage to property or risks to human health or safety.   

  Rabbit 

   
Controlling Nuisance Mammals in Illinois 

 
Many of the mammals in Illinois are legally protected by the Illinois Wildlife Code. If you need help with mammal identification go to the Identify the Animal page. 
The Directory of Illinois Wildlife provides information on how to prevent and solve problems with mammals. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1
    To request a Nuisance Animal Permit contact an Illinois Department of Natural Resources District Wildlife Biologist go to: 

    http://livingwithwildlife.extension.uiuc.edu/professionals.cfm 
2   For a hunting license go to: http://www.dnr.illinois.gov/LPR/Pages/HuntingLicensesFees.aspx or call 1-800-705-4164 
3    For more information on hunting regulations see: http://www.dnr.illinois.gov/hunting/Pages/GettingStarted.aspx 
4   To contact a NWCO or a commercial bat exclusion/removal operator go to: http://livingwithwildlife.extension.uiuc.edu/professionals.cfm 
 

 Bat  Woodchuck 

Most small mammals 
may be killed or 
removed without a 
permit (for example, 
house mice, Norway 
rats, moles, voles, 
gophers, shrews, 
chipmunks, and thirteen-
lined ground squirrels). 
Exceptions include the 
eastern woodrat, rice rat, 
and Franklin’s ground 
squirrel, which are listed 
as endangered or 
threatened species in 
Illinois. 

    Squirrel 
 

White-tailed 
Deer 

 Mole, 
Shrew, 
Gopher 

If the mammal is a:  


