
A Message From Mayor Shapiro
Together, we will continue to build on our successes in 2026

Reflecting on 2025, I am proud of what we accomplished together 
and am excited about the year ahead. We strengthened core services, 
repaved Hazel Avenue to improve safety and reliability, launched 
a new municipal adjudication system to handle citations more 
efficiently, and continued to focus on responsive, transparent service 
at Village Hall.

In addition, several residential projects are under construction that 
will add more than 600 new homes across a range of options and 

price points.  Lake Cook Crossings at Deerbrook Mall will offer a 254 unit rental community with 
a pedestrian path to the Metra station and will include 25 affordable units. Pulte’s Leclair Estates 
is transforming 18 acres of the Wilmot Road Walgreens campus into 42 single family homes, with 
homebuilding already in progress. At 5 and 8 Parkway North, 144 rental townhomes, including 14 
affordable units, are going vertical. In addition, the Deerfield Supportive Living Facility at 1101 1121 
Lake Cook Road is nearing completion, delivering a four story building with 147 affordable units for 
seniors.
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$62.7 mil
Total 2026 Budget

16% 
Revenue from Property Taxes 

18% 
Revenue from Sales Taxes 

$8 mil
Investment in Capital 
Infrastructure
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JUDY GEUDER PUTS THE ‘DEAR’ IN DEERFIELD 

The Village recognized retired Commissioner and Co-Chairper-
son Judy Geuder for her 14 years of service to the Family Days 
Commission. For many years, Ms. Geuder organized the annual 
July 4 parade and booked the entertainment, floats and bands 
as well as the arts and crafts booths. She will be the 2026 Fami-
ly Days parade marshal.

Trustee Oppenheim noted Ms. Geuder has volunteered in the 
Village for more than 20 years and presented her with a plaque 
recognizing her achievements.

“Judy has been active in the Deerfield Optimist Club and served 
as the President of Friends of the Deerfield Public Library,” Op-
penheim said in her introduction of Ms. Geuder. “No body has 
volunteered more in this Village than Judy.”

Visit deerfield.il.us or use the QR Code to share your ‘Dear’ in Deerfield 
story. Watch this space for updates.

Continued from Page 1

Our finances remain very strong. Looking ahead, 
the Village Board has approved a $62.7 million 
budget for 2026 that invests $8.03 million in capital 
infrastructure to maintain streets, utilities and 
facilities, with the average homeowner paying $70 
more in property taxes. We are proud to maintain 
our Aaa bond rating and remain committed to 
careful stewardship of taxpayer dollars.

We also advanced our climate goals. This year, we 
completed a ground mounted 574 kilowatt solar 
array behind the Water Reclamation Facility, a 
key step toward the Climate Action Report targets 
adopted in 2022: reducing emissions 45% by 2030, 
converting 100% of electricity to renewable sources 
by 2030, and reaching carbon neutrality by 2050. 
The new system is expected to supply about 20% 
of the facility’s annual electricity with clean power. 
The total project cost was $2,248,297, with a net 
cost after incentives of $642,306, resulting in an 
estimated 11 year payback and a projected 20 year 
net positive cash flow of $1,101,678. In addition to 
the 20% solar supply at the WRF, we implemented 
Community Solar at the WRF that allows the Village 
to support renewable energy without installing 
additional solar panels and generates savings of 
approximately $28,000 per year.

Interest in the Lake Cook Road and Downtown tax 
increment financing districts is strong as we work 
to bring new commercial businesses and amenities 
to Deerfield.

I’d like to welcome all of the new businesses that 
opened or increased their presence in Deerfield in 
2025:

•   Fortune Brands, 1 Horizon Way

•   Vantive, 510 Lake Cook Road

•   Field House, 695 Deerfield Road

•   Sephora, 728 Waukegan Road

•   K9 Resort,  649 Lake Cook Road

•   SkyZone, 120 S. Waukegan Road

•   LKD Kitchen Design, 350 Lake Cook Road

•   Ultimate Ninjas Academy, 775 Waukegan Road

•   Clay & Company, 816 Waukegan Road

•   VIO Med Spa (rebranded Venus Med Spa), 740  
     Waukegan Road

•   Grateful Sun Energy, 675 Deerfield Road 

•   Elegant Repairs, 687 Waukegan Road

•   Pvolve, 720 Waukegan Road

Together, we will build on our successes, invest in 
our infrastructure and welcome new commercial 
businesses and housing that will continue to make 
Deerfield a special place to call home. 

The year ahead promises progress, innovation and 
connection, and I look forward to all that we will 
accomplish together.

With warm regards,

Daniel C. Shapiro, Mayor

2026 Budget at a 
Glance:
General 
Government 
$9.98 million for
Administration, Finance, 
Community Development, 
Engineering, Garage

Police 
Department 
$13.75 million 

Public Works 
Department – 
Streets Division 
$3.72 million 

Infrastructure 
$8 million 

Police Pension 
Fund 
$4.02 million 
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For complete sets of minutes for Village Board meetings or 
to watch meetings on demand, please visit deerfield.il.us.

VILLAGE BOARD ACTION

Approved a resolution approving an application by WD Associates LLC 
(710 Deerfield Road and 800 Waukegan Road) for participation in the 
Business Facade Rebate Program.

Approved a resolution approving an application by 833 LLC (833–845 
Waukegan Road) for participation in the Business Facade Rebate 
Program.

Approved a resolution approving a community solar agreement with 
Solstice Power Technologies of Cambridge, Mass., for the Beebalm 
project.

Approved a resolution approving a community solar agreement with 
Solstice Power Technologies of Cambridge, Mass., for the KE109 project.

Approved an ordinance adopting the budget of the Village of Deerfield 
for the fiscal year beginning Jan. 1, 2026, and ending Dec. 31, 2026.

Approved a resolution adopting a consolidated fee schedule for fiscal 
year 2026.

Approved an ordinance amending the Village of Deerfield Wage and 
Salary Plan.

Approved a resolution authorizing an internet services contract renewal.

Approved the report and recommendation of the Family Days 
Commission regarding the 2026 budget.

Approved an ordinance levying taxes for the fiscal year commencing Jan. 
1, 2026, and ending Dec. 31, 2026.

Approved an ordinance abating a portion of the 2025 tax levy 
requirements for Series 2011B general obligation bonds.

Approved a resolution approving a concession agreement with KaVe 
Café LLC for the lease and operation of a concession stand at the 
downtown train station.

Board Action

Deerfield Park District 
For more information 
or to register for Park 
District programs,  
call 847.945.0650 or  
visit deerfieldparks.org.

Discovery Learning 
Center offers a 
developmental, 
play-based preschool 
program at the Jewett 
Park Community 
Center. Registration 
for the 2026-2027 
school year opened on 
November 3, 2025 and 
is ongoing. For more 
information, to schedule 

a tour, or to explore 
our NEW options, 
call 847.572.2635 or 
visit deerfieldparks.
org/preschool. 
deerfieldparks.org/
preschool

Summer Camp 
registration begins 
online and in-person for 
residents on Monday, 
January 12 and for non-
residents on Tuesday, 
January 20. Check out 
the variety of options 
offered for the whole 
summer or for specific 
weeks and interests and 

fill your child’s summer 
with sports, adventure, 
swimming, friends, 
and fun! Our Summer 
Camp Guide is available 
online December 17 
at deerfieldparks.org/
programguide.

Deerfield Library 

All Library programs 
are free and open to the 
public. Register in advance 
by phone at 847.945.3311, 
online at deerfieldlibrary.
org, or in person. Online 
program description notes  
program platform (online,  

in-person or hybrid).

2026 Adult Reading 
Program 
All Year 
Learn more by 
visiting https://www.
deerfieldlibrary.org/
growwithus/

Family Storytimes  
Wednesdays & Thursdays 
9:30 & 10:30 a.m. 
Family Storytime for 
ages 0-5 years old.

Baby Lapsit 
Fridays at 10 a.m. 
Storytime for ages 0-18 
months.

Horror Book Discussion 
Friday, January 23  
6 p.m.  Adult 
“Nothing but Blackened 
Teeth” by Cassandra 
Khaw.

Istvan & His Imaginary 
Band Family Concert 
Saturday, January 24  
10:30 a.m. All Ages 
Family friendly.

Memory Cafe  
Wednesday, February 4  
10:30 a.m. Adults 
For individuals with 
memory problems or 
dementia and their care 
partners.

Approved a resolution for maintenance on a state highway.

Approved a resolution for the 2026 MFT Street Rehabilitation Project.

Approved a resolution selecting and designating the delegate 
and alternate delegate to the Solid Waste Agency of Lake County 
(SWALCO) Board of Directors.

Approved an ordinance amending the Village of Deerfield Wage and 
Salary Plan.

Approved a resolution approving the regular meeting schedule of the 
Board of Trustees for calendar year 2026.

Approved a resolution waiving competitive bidding and approving 
an agreement with Axon Enterprise Inc. for software and services, 
including community request and unlimited digital storage with video 
support.

Approved a resolution approving the renewal of a contract with 
Municipal GIS Partners.

Approved a resolution to purchase landscape plant material from 
Red’s Garden Center.

Approved a resolution approving an agreement with Milieu Design 
LLC for landscaping services.

Approved a resolution to award a sewer lining contract to Hoerr 
Construction Inc.

Approved a resolution approving the first amendment to the 
agreement with Advanced Tree Care Inc. for tree and stump removal 
services.

Approved a resolution to waive competitive bidding and approve an 
agreement with Advanced Tree Care Inc. for tree trimming services.

Approved a resolution to waive competitive bidding and award a 
contract for turf maintenance to Patriot Properties Services.

Approved a resolution to purchase vehicles and equipment.

Approved a resolution approving an asset management contract with 
OpenGov Inc.

Community Calendar
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Public Works Updates

Village Snow Plowing Operations
The Village’s Public Works Department is prepared for snow and is 
able to effectively clear Deerfield’s 70 miles of roadway quickly to 
make safe travel possible for all who use our streets. 

Keeping vehicles off the street assists plows and salt trucks in 
clearing the streets more effectively. As a reminder, vehicles cannot 
be parked on the street for 24 hours after two inches of snow have 
fallen, per Village ordinance.

By Village ordinance, you may not deposit snow from your property 
onto the street or sidewalk. This can hinder safe passage of vehicles 
and pedestrians and make it harder for Village plow crews to keep 
streets clear.

Please remember to shovel an extra area on your driveway apron 
or parkway to properly stage your refuse, recycling and compost 
bins for pick-up by Lakeshore Recycling.

SNOW PLOWING 
BY THE NUMBERS

70 lane 
miles  
of roadway to clear 
per snow event 

2,500 tons 
of road salt used  
per year 

14 plow 
routes 
to clear per snow 
event 

25 miles  
of sidewalk to clear 
per snow event  
near schools

Hazel Avenue Construction
The 2025 Hazel Avenue Reconstruction 
Project, which began design in 2020, 
includes a complete water main 
replacement, full roadway reconstruction, 
and sidewalk improvements along Hazel 
Avenue between Waukegan Road and 
Wilmot Road. Designed to meet federal 
funding requirements, the project was 
awarded nearly $5 million in federal 
funding in 2023.

Construction began in early March and 
was substantially completed in 2025. 
However, some items such as parkway 

restoration, final paving between 
Wayne Avenue and Chestnut Street 
and tree plantings are scheduled to 
take place in the spring once weather 
permits.

The Village would like to thank 
all residents along Hazel for their 
continued patience and support 
throughout this project. 

For more information, please visit 
the Village’s website or contact Tyler 
Dickinson, Assistant Director of Public 
Works & Engineering at 847.719.7463 or 
tdickinson@deerfield.il.us. 

Winter Tree Trimming
The Village’s Public Works Department is 
responsible for trimming parkway trees for traffic 
clearance, to preserve the trees’ health and 
appearance, and to prevent possible damage 
to human life and property. The Village has 
established a cycle for the parkway tree trimming 
program. Deerfield is divided into quadrants with 
Deerfield Road as the north/south divider and 
Waukegan Road as the east/west divider. This 
year’s trimming will take place in the southwest 
and southeast quadrants.

Trimming work is scheduled during the dormant 
season to avoid unnecessary damage or trauma 
to the tree.

Trimming is done in accordance with professional 
standards and may include cutting lower limbs for 
clearance and thinning of the crown.

Prevent Damage to Mailboxes
Mailboxes are sometimes damaged when 
snow storms affect Deerfield. If your mailbox is 
damaged or if you are planning to install a new 
one, please consult the guidelines on how to 
properly install a mailbox in a way that meets 
postal standards.

The majority of mailbox knockdowns occur 
because the post supporting the mailbox has 
deteriorated or the mailbox was installed 
incorrectly. (See graphic to the left.)

Per the United States Postal Service installation 
requirements, mailboxes should be positioned 41 
to 45 inches from the road surface to the bottom 
of the mailbox and six to eight inches back from 
the curb. The post should be strong, but should 
be able to break away if struck by a vehicle that 
leaves the pavement. 

If you decide to install a new mailbox, contact 
JULIE by dialing 811 before you dig. This will allow 
you to identify where buried utilities are located. 
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New Laws for 2026 

Safe Gun Storage Act 

Public Act 104-0031 creates the Safe Gun 
Storage Act. Gun owners must store their 
firearms safely if they know or should know 
that a minor, at-risk person or someone who 
is not allowed to have a gun could access 
them. Unsafe storage can result in fines from 
$500 to $10,000, depending on what happens 
as a result. Exceptions apply when the gun is 
lawfully carried, or under the owner’s control. 
The bill also makes other changes regarding 
reporting lost or stolen guns and gun dealer 
responsibilities.

Missing Persons Identification Act

Public Act 104-0339 ends waiting periods for 
filing missing person reports. Police must take 
reports right away and cannot refuse to take 
a report because of the person’s age, mental 
health, possible foul play, where they went 
missing or because they may have left on their 
own. Police also cannot refuse to take a report 
because the person making it does not have all 
the information or is not a family member of the 
missing person.

Victim Rights

Pubic Act 104-0173 provides that law 
enforcement officers cannot discourage or try 
to stop a victim from filing a police report about 
abuse, sexual assault, sexual abuse, neglect or 
exploitation. It also clarifies victims’ rights to 
receive timely notice of court hearings, requiring 
that victims get notice at least seven days before 
most court proceedings.

New Technology in the Deerfield 
Communications Center 

The Deerfield Communications Dispatch Center 
recently implemented indoor mapping for all 
18 schools within our jurisdiction, significantly 
enhancing emergency response capabilities. 
This major accomplishment was made possible 
through a $151,000 grant award, which funded 
the expansion of indoor mapping technology. 
The project provided dispatchers and first 
responders with detailed, room-by-room layouts 
of each school, allowing for faster navigation and 
improved coordination during critical incidents 
such as medical emergencies, active threats or 
evacuations. The initiative represents a major 
advancement in public safety technology, 
strengthening situational awareness and 
improving the overall efficiency and safety of our 

multi-agency response operations.

In November 2025, the Deerfield Communications Dispatch Center purchased the 
Carbyne APEX Next Generation 9-1-1 call-taking system. This state-of-the-art platform 
enhances the center’s capabilities with real-time language translation, live video 
streaming and text-to-911 features, providing dispatchers with greater situational 
awareness and improved response efficiency. The integration of Carbyne APEX 
represents a major milestone in advancing the center’s technology infrastructure and 
ensures that Deerfield Communications remains fully equipped for ongoing Next 
Generation 9-1-1 operations, meeting the evolving needs of the community and first 
responders. It is anticipated to go live and fully implement all of Carbyne’s features in 
March 2026.

National SRO Appreciation Day

February 15, 2026, marks National School Resource Officer Appreciation Day, a 
special occasion to honor the outstanding work of our School Resource Officers, 
Officer Lauren Maldonado and Officer McKenzie Cherestal. Officer Maldonado 
serves the Deerfield Public Schools District 109, and Officer Cherestal is stationed at 
Deerfield High School. These officers are critical in contributing to the safety, well-
being, and positive growth of our students.

School Resource Officers are more than just law enforcement officers posted in a 
school; they are mentors, role models and trusted individuals who play a pivotal role 
in creating safe and supportive school environments. Their presence helps foster a 
sense of security and assurance among students, staff, and families.

Officers Maldonado and 
Cherestal consistently 
demonstrate dedication, 
going above and beyond 
to build meaningful 
relationships with our 
youth. Their hard work and 
unwavering commitment 
truly make a lasting and 
significant impact.
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safety and security needs, 
as well as improvements to 
learning environments in 
every school. 
The referendum details and 
answers to frequently asked 
questions are available at 
dps109.org/redefine.

DBR Chamber announces 
annual business awards

The DBR Chamber of 
Commerce honored 
standout members for 
leadership and community 
impact.
Connector Extraordinaire: 
John Gottwald of Edward 
Jones. He advances inclusion 
through patient, relationship 
driven work and helped lead 
the Chamber’s disability 

education panel.
Young Professional of the Year: 
Christian Broughton, event 
sales director at Ravinia Green 
Country Club. He turns ideas 
into action and champions 
shared wins that strengthen 
the business community.
Nonprofit of the Year: St. 
Gregory’s Episcopal Church, 
recognized for pairing bold 
participation with generous 
service that lifts partners 
across the community.
Business of the Year: The 
Subscription Attorney, led 
by Mathew Kerbis, honored 
for transparent, subscription 
based legal services and 
practical innovation that 
moves the Chamber forward.

THE GREEN LINE

As temperatures drop, a 
few simple habits can keep 
your home comfortable 
while trimming utility costs. 
Set your thermostat to 68 
degrees when you’re home, 
then lower it 7 to 10 degrees 
while you sleep or are away. 
A programmable or smart 
thermostat can handle the 
schedule automatically and 
may qualify for rebates 
through ComEd.

Keep your furnace running 
efficiently by replacing 
filters every one to three 
months and scheduling 
a yearly tuneup to check 
combustion, airflow and 
safety controls. Small fixes 
can make a big difference: 
Seal drafts around windows, 
doors and attic hatches with 
caulk or weatherstripping, 
and add door sweeps where 
needed.

Make the most of winter 
sun by opening south-facing 
curtains during the day and 
closing window coverings 
at night to reduce heat 
loss. Set water heaters to 
120 degrees for comfort 
and savings. If you use a 
space heater, operate it 
sparingly, keep a 3-foot 
clearance and plug it 
directly into a wall outlet. 
Test smoke and carbon 
monoxide alarms monthly. 
Income-qualified residents 
may find help through 
LIHEAP or the Illinois Home 
Weatherization Assistance 
Program.

District 109 Referendum
At the December 18 meeting, 
the District 109 Board of 
Education voted to place an 
$87,782,857 referendum on 
the March 17, 2026, ballot.
The revised proposal 
increases the District’s 
financial contribution and 
reduces the project scope, 
resulting in a 33% reduction 
in the estimated tax impact 
(from $536 per $10,000 tax 
bill to $359 per $10,000 tax 
bill annually over the life of 
the 25-year bonds). More 
than 60% of project costs 
would be funded by District 
resources.
The updated plan continues 
to address critical 
infrastructure, accessibility, 
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Mayor
Daniel C. Shapiro
847.719.7402
dshapiro@deerfield.il.us

Trustees
Robert “Bob” L. Benton
847.945.1570
rbenton@deerfield.il.us

Larry Berg 
847.719.7422 
lberg@deerfield.il.us

Jennifer Goldstone 
847.719.7424 
jgoldstone@deerfield.il.us

Jesse Greenberg 
847.719.7421 
jgreenberg@deerfield.il.us

Elaine Jacoby
847.644.3354
ejacoby@deerfield.il.us

Mary M. Oppenheim
847.948.9423
moppenheim@deerfield.il.us

Village Manager
Kent S. Street - 847.719.7400
kstreet@deerfield.il.us

Village Hall/Police Department
850 Waukegan Road
Deerfield, Illinois 60015

Switchboard and Finance 
847.945.5000 

Community Development 
847.719.7484 

Police non-emergency
847.945.8636 

Public Works and Engineering
465 Elm Street
847.317.7245
847.317.2490 (Engineering)

MEETING SCHEDULE

For a complete list of  
meetings, please visit  
deerfield.il.us. Times/dates 
subject to change.

January 
Board of Trustees
Jan. 5 & 20, 7:30 p.m.

Community Relations Commission
Jan. 13, 6:30 p.m. 

Plan Commission
Jan. 8 & 22, 7:30 p.m.

Appearance Review Commission
Jan. 29, 7:30 p.m. 

February
Board of Trustees
Feb. 2 & 17, 7:30 p.m.

Community Relations Commission 
Feb. 10, 6:30 p.m. 

Plan Commission
Feb. 12 & 26, 7:30 p.m.

Appearance Review Commission 
Feb. 23, 7:30 p.m.

Postal Customer
Deerfield, Illinois 60015

Appearance Review 
Commission

 Sherry Flores, Ch.
Amy Charlson ~ Neil Goldberg 
Dustin Goffron ~ Jason Golub ~ 

Troy Mock ~ Daniel Moons 

Board of Police Commissioners
Paul Blakey, Ch. 

Rick Hiton ~ Linda Porter  
Mason Posilkin

Board of Zoning Appeals
Robert Speckmann, Ch.  

Leonard Adams ~ Michael Gold 
Mark Horne 

Matthew Kustusch ~Rick Opad 
Elise Renwick ~Gary Thalheimer

Cable & Telecommunications 
Commission

Steven Robinson, Ch.  
JR Bailey ~ Alan Barasky  

 ~ Neil Charak  
Paul Davidson ~ Gregory Lapin 

Adam Simon ~ Ken Urbaszewski

Cemetery Commission
Michael Cramer ~Robert Feiger 
Paul Meintzer ~ Daniel Ziemba 

John Zobus

Community Relations 
Commission

Susie Wexler, Ch. 
Shantalle Alam ~Gil Antokal 

Clayton Edwards  
Renee Graxirena ~ Brenda Levin 

Bill Lundquist ~ Nisa Salins* ~ 
Lexie Segal ~Riley Shafer 

Annslee Ternik~ Brian Verisario

Family Days Commission 
Angie Butera,  Judy Geuder* Co-Chs 

Jillian Acuna ~ Philip Bettiker 
Michael Butera ~ Jon Schallman  

Farmers Market Committee 
Nancy Anderson, Ch.  

Michele Becker ~ Barb Ferguson 
Andi Goldstein ~ Amy Heller  

Kim Kilchenmann  
Sally Lipson ~ Cynthia Mallin

Ingrid Marchevsky ~ Carol Merrill 
Sue Pollack ~ Derrick Procell 

Jane Riffel ~ Dave Wexler
 

Fine Arts Commission
Jeffery Marks, Ch.  

Stephen Anderson  
Rai Copeland-Keefe 

Dorothy Fiedler ~ Beth Mednick 
Steven Silver ~ Kathy Weaver

Greenhouse Gas Reduction 
Working Group

Mary Oppenheim, Ch.  
Donald Anderson ~ Camilla Dadey 
Elaine Jacoby ~ George McClintick 

Victoria Street ~ Art Wilde 
Andrew Worley

Plan Commission
Alan Bromberg, Ch.  

Lisa Crist ~ William Keefe  
 Sara Lubezny 

 David Rauen ~ Blake Schulman  
Kenneth Stolman 

Police Pension Board
Greg Hury, Pres. 

Mark Anfenson ~ Jordan Salins 
Brad Tokarz

Sustainability Commission
Donald Anderson, Ch.  

Amy Call  ~ David Hornthal 
Richard Heller 

Karrah Krakovyak   
 Michael Shalen* ~ Matt White

Volunteer Engagement 
Commission

Susie Kessler, Ch.  
Lori Berk ~ Linda Coplan 

Jonathan Kohl ~ Kevin Whitney

(*No Longer Serving)  

Thank You 2025 Volunteers for Your Service to the Village 

If you are interest in volunteering on a Board or Commission, please contact the Village Manager’s Office at 
847.719.7400 for an application. 


