1 April 2019
Mr. Dan Nakahara
Planner
The Village of Deerfield

RE: Caruso and Shepard Cafeteria renovations and additions
Project Number: 1309-201837
Dear Mr. Nakahara,
Thank you for your assistance with the Special Use permit process for Deerfield Public
School District 109 projects. The following is a description of the projects planned for the
Caruso and Shepard Middle School cafeterias.
Purpose
The current two cafeterias are outdated and the Caruso room undersized for the number
of students eating during lunch periods. In addition to solving space needs, the
replacement of old built-in lunch tables with moveable tables for flexibility and better
socialization requires more storage space to house the furniture when other activities are
scheduled in the rooms. Renovations include new windows with security glazing, finishes
such as ceilings, walls, and flooring updated, and increased acoustical treatments.
Size and Exterior Materials
The addition at Caruso is a narrow 14’x 94’, 1316 SF expansion of the existing cafeteria
on the east side of the building. The addition is one story and will be lower than the
existing cafeteria roof. The brick, bronze aluminum windows, and wall panels are similar to
those on the existing school.
The addition at Shepard is a small storage room addition of 230 SF with the roofline
matching the existing roof at the main entrance. The brick and clear aluminum windows
are similar to materials on the adjacent cafeteria walls.
Sitework
There will be no change at either school to the enrollment, staffing, parking, traffic
circulation or site usage as a result of the project. Native, low maintenance plantings will
be used to landscape outside of the cafeteria windows.
Other improvements at Caruso include replacing the school lettering on the wall, adding
minimal site lighting for the sidewalk, concrete filled bollards opposite Montgomery Road
and a barrier fence between the drive and the cafeteria. The Shepard project has an entry
canopy with school name lettering and minimal lighting added uplighting the lettering and
covered canopy. Lighting of the school name lettering will be on the school exterior
lighting timer systems at each school.
Please see the site plan, floor plan, elevations and exterior rendering for further details on
the proposed projects. Again, thank you for your cooperation and assistance on this
matter.
Sincerely,

Carole Donovan Pugh, AIA, LEED AP

Dear Mr. Nakahara,
As requested, below is information on the type of signage letters proposed for the Caruso
and Shepard Middle Schools’ cafeteria projects.
Caruso: individual letters surface mounted on east upper wall of the cafeteria, replacing
existing lettering.
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.

Character Material: aluminum.
Character Height: 16”
Finishes: RAL blue color to be selected.
Mounting: Projected bar mounted with spacers.
Lighting: Concealed LED backlighting the channel shaped letters.
Backlighting will be on the building exterior lighting schedule.
Text: CHARLES J. CARUSO MIDDLE SCHOOL

Shepard: individual letters, bottom rail mounted on top of new entry canopy.
g.
h.
i.
j.
k.
l.

Character Material: aluminum.
Character Height: 10”
Finishes: RAL red color to be selected.
Mounting: Bottom bar mounted.
Lighting: Concealed LED in bar. Lighting will be on the building
exterior lighting schedule.
Text: ALAN B. SHEPARD MIDDLE SCHOOL

The school buildings’ exterior lighting schedule is as follows.
Winter hours:
4:30 pm to 6 am.
Summer hours:
6:30 pm to 7 am.
Sincerely,

Carole Donovan Pugh, AIA, LEED AP

The Village of Deerfield Zoning Ordinance section 13.11-D Special Use Standards Compliance:
Compatible with Existing Development:
The nature and intensity of the activities involved at both the Caruso and Shepard sites shall remain
unchanged from existing conditions. The additions and alterations do not change enrollment, staffing,
parking, traffic circulation or site usage. The small footprint and tight integration of the additions into the
existing building footprint will be compatible with the existing development and not impede the normal and
orderly development and improvement of surrounding property. The addition at Caruso is a narrow
14 ’x 94’, 1316 SF addition at the east side of the building and will not affect the width or location of the
drive. The addition at Shepard is a 230SF addition that will occupy a portion of the existing, wide main
entry area.
Lot of Sufficient Size:
The lots at both Caruso and Shepard shall be sufficient for the use proposed. Maximum lot Coverage
calculations have been provided to the Village.
Traffic:
The additions and alterations do not change site circulation. There shall be no adverse effects on
surrounding properties due to these improvements.
Parking and Access:
The additions and alterations do not change enrollment, staffing, parking, traffic circulation or site usage.
There shall be no traffic hazards and nuisances due to these improvements.
Effect on Neighborhood:
The Special Use will not be significantly or materially detrimental to the health, safety and welfare of the
public. The proposed additions will reflect the existing character of the existing buildings while enhancing
the aesthetic of the building’s main façade. At Caruso, back-lit architectural lettering shall be on the east
side of the addition. This lettering faces adjacent properties. The lighting intensity can be controlled and
turned off at night if required/requested.
Adequate Facilities:
Adequate utilities and facilities shall be provided. Improved usage of cafeteria spaces in schools offer
improved facilities for community.
Adequate Buffering:
Additions and alterations are not immediately adjacent to neighboring properties. Adequate spatial
buffering shall be provided in order to respect scale and siting of adjacent properties.

Sincerely,

GreenAssociates, Inc.
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