Jewett Park Renovation Project
Deerfield Park District
Planning Commission Submission
Project Narrative
The Deerfield Park District has developed a Master Plan to renovate Jewett Park. The 12 plus
acre community park is located in the heart of Deerfield and is home to the Jewett Park
Community Center. The community center houses the district’s preschool program, multiple
arts and enrichment activities and a significant number of other community-based programs
and services.
The park district began the development of the Master Plan for Jewett Park in 2017 by
appropriating funds to hire a planning consultant to assist in developing the Master Plan. The
district also appropriated funds in 2017 to replace the preschool playground which will be
completed in the fall of 2018.
The Deerfield Park District believes that as the home of the community center, its central
location within the village, its high level of use, and the number of amenities the park offers,
that Jewett Park should be a park reflecting the district’s dedication to provide optimal
recreational facilities to the entire community.
The Deerfield Park District has decided the best way to complete the Master Plan is in 2 phases.
The park district desires to begin construction on Phase 1 in July 2019. Phase 1 includes the
renovation of the south parking lot, the renovation of the 2 ballfields including the shared green
space in between the fields, the renovation of the skatepark, relocating the Veteran’s Memorial
area closer to the Community Center and adding a pickleball court/gaga pit area to the north.
Phase 2 will include the remaining components of the plan. The district is looking to begin
Phase 2 in 2024 and complete the entire renovation in 2025.
Goals:
The main goals of the Master Plan were to:
1) Update the stalwart amenities within the park, (2 ballfields and the skatepark), while
looking to add additional amenities for populations not yet served.
2) Add features to the park such as more entrances and walkability to encourage
pedestrian traffic through the park.
3) Meet the design criteria of the Northwest Quadrant stakeholders group.
4) Seek community and user group feedback during the design process.
5) Improve ADA accessibility throughout the park.

6) Have Jewett Park stand out as a premier park in the area.
Objectives
From Goal 1 a) The ballfields will be rebuilt to provide optimal playing conditions.
b) The skatepark will be totally renovated and will incorporate new features. The skatepark
will be concrete as this is the most preferred surface for users.
c) New amenities to be added include pickleball courts, a gaga pit, an art
exhibit/fountain/seating area, a concert pavilion and stage area, a natural area with a
council ring and a picnic shelter, additional limestone trails, seating along a portion of
the soccer field and an expanded creative play area.
d) Other existing amenities to be improved include relocation of the Veteran’s Memorial
and expanded parking and drop-off areas on the south side of the park.
From Goal 2 a) Added more walkways and gateway entrances to the park on the northwest corner, the
southwest corner in back of the ballfield, a plaza connection/overlook area by the
community center and walkways to the new concert pavilion area.
From Goal 3 a) The plan permits space along the eastern edge of the park for a sidewalk running from
the east drop-off circle by the community center north to the library steps landing. This
spacing was allotted for the current preschool playground renovation and the section
running along the skatepark. The design also incorporated a concert area which was
originally identified in previous plans for the entire Northwest Quadrant area. The
Master Plan was presented to the Northwest Quadrant stakeholders group on August
27. The group displayed a high level of support for the plan.
From Goal 4 a) The district conducted focus groups with skatepark users, sports affiliates and the
general public to solicit ideas and suggestions.
b) The district offered a continuing online survey which permitted anyone to comment on
the progress of the plan’s development.
From Goal 5 a) The Master Plan adds ADA accessibility features to the baseball fields, a sloped terrace
ADA compliant entry from the library “steps” and to its new pickleball/gaga pit area. All
other new trails will be ADA compliant.
From Goal 6 a) With 2 separate and expanded playgrounds, 2 ballfields, 1 soccer field, 1 skatepark, a
plaza/fountain area, a picnic shelter/warming house, extensive walkways, a concert
pavilion, a temporary hockey rink, lighted sports fields, pickleball, a gaga pit, a new
Veteran’s Memorial plaza, off-street parking, a passive recreation area and an outdoor

“learning” place within a natural area, this 12-acre park has been designed for family,
individual, team, multi-generational and special use groups in mind.
Previous Plan(s)
Previous planning efforts in 2004 resulted in a partial plan that focused primarily on the
northern end of the park with the assumption that all residential properties would be acquired
and all homes removed. The resulting plan was to establish an open space area with walkways
and focal points yet to be determined. A few gazebos were also integrated into the concept
plan. The plan also included a parking lot off of Hazel. To date, only the parking lot was
developed.
Process in Developing the Plan
The park district dedicated funding to the renovation project during its budget development
process in 2017. The funding allocated included funds to hire a consultant to assist in the plan
development, funding to improve the skatepark and ball fields and funding that was committed
from its fund balances to cover a portion of additional improvements.
In the spring of 2018, the district hired a planning firm to assist in the development of the plan.
The firm conducted a board workshop, solicited staff input and then conducted numerous focus
groups and a public meeting. The firm also spent an evening in the park walking around and
getting feedback from park users. The firm then developed 2 concept plans for board review.
The reviews were conducted at board meetings where residents attended and offered
comments. The firm then developed a final Master Plan concept which is what is presented.
The final plan was presented to the NW Quadrant Stakeholders group in late August, 2018. The
stakeholders group was very supportive of the project.
The district has since allocated 2 million dollars in its 5-year capital plan towards Phase 1
improvements. The allocations are spread over 2019 and 2020. Desired starting timeframe to
begin Phase 1 construction is early July, 2019 as to still permit the use of the park for Family
Days on July 4.
Noteworthy points within the Phase 1 project is that there will be the only new lighting added
to the park in phase 1 will be for the flags within the Veteran’s Memorial area. No signage will
be added in Phase 1. All parking lot areas will comply with village code on size and angle of
parking stalls.

Northwest Quadrant Master Plan and
Jewett Park Master Plan Relationship
Northwest Quadrant Design Criteria
1. Conveniently walkable
2. Barrier-free connectivity
3. Extremely attractive
4. Reliably safe
5. Environmentally friendly
6. Fiscally responsible/phased
7. Respectful and neighborly
8. Reasonably maintained
9. Reliably durable
10. Fully integrated between users
Design Criteria met by Jewett Park Master Plan
1. Conveniently walkable
a. Will be opportunity to add sidewalks outside of new preschool playground and new
skatepark that will lead from drop-off circle at JPCC to “library” steps
b. Added a terraced walkway from “library” steps to park (meeting ADA requirements)
c. Added new sidewalk from northwest corner of park into the park
d. Added sidewalk from new south end parking lot to walkway that connects to Park Avenue
e. Park design incorporated potential renovation of Park Avenue. New park sidewalks
anticipated to connect to the eventual new sidewalks.
2. Added numerous ADA compliant elements to the park to minimize physical barriers.
3. Park will maintain its mature oak groves, renovate numerous existing amenities and add a
number of new ones.
4. Park is designed with safety as a priority.
5. Added large natural area to northwest section of park with passive recreational and educational
amenities.
6. The project will be phased in with south end parking lot, moving Veteran’s Memorial, renovating
skatepark, renovating ball fields and adding pickleball courts/gaga pit area as first phase.
Anticipated to begin in late summer of 2019 and complete by mid-summer 2020. Second phase
is anticipated for 2023-2024. Phasing in will hopefully provide more specific plans for possible
burial of overhead utilities on east side of park prior to sidewalks being added.
7. The park will have limited impact on Northwest Quadrant stakeholders – a playground will
always be available. Anticipated construction entrance(s) will be on west and/or south ends of
the park.
8. No new materials will be utilized that require special or additional maintenance.
9. Anticipated life of improvements range from 15+ years for playgrounds to 30 years for other
amenities.
10. The park will continue to provide usage by Northwest Quadrant stakeholders.

















































 






























































































































































 














































































































